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On Tuesday, President Trump criticized voting by mail, stating it’s “horrible. It’s corrupt.” Without 

presenting evidence, he proceeded to suggest the process is riddled with fraud. Sadly, his comments 

only add to misinformation that surround elections.  

 

Mr. President, I respectfully disagree with you. I stand by the Vote by Mail process in Florida. In fact, 

it’s how I vote, and how most of my staff and Election Workers vote. At a time when the public is 

asked to stay home and limit social interactions, it allows them to participate in democracy, without 

compromising their health.   

 

Unfortunately, the President’s comments echo many myths pertaining to the Vote by Mail process. 

Election after election, even after thousands of Clay County voters successfully cast Vote by Mail 

ballots, we constantly defend its security.  

 

In order to dispel these myths, and the confusion they cause, I want to explain the step-by-step 

process involved when our office receives your Vote by Mail ballot. 

 

Yes, We Compare Every Signature  

When we receive a Vote by Mail ballot, it’s timestamped and checked in. The voter’s information is 

pulled up and the signature is compared to what we have on file. In this year’s Presidential 

Preference Primary alone, we checked 12,300 signatures. 

 

Every member of our staff completed a forensic handwriting course prior to Election Season. When a 

staff member is unsure of a signature, another staff member is asked to compare. 

 

For signatures that don’t match, or for envelopes that weren’t signed, the voter is contacted as soon 

as possible by mail, email and phone. Voters have until two days after the election to correct their 

signature.  

 

We Maintain Strict Control 

Once the voter’s identity is confirmed, it’s sorted into precincts. They are stored in a secure room and 

we maintain strict two-person control to enter. 
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A list of the ballots that have been returned is printed. Each voter is checked off and a note is made if 

the VBM envelope has no signature, a bad signature, or was received by email from an overseas 

voter. Vote by Mail ballots that have been returned are added to these totals and must balance every 

day. 

 

We Count Vote by Mail Ballots- First! 

One of the biggest myths is that Vote by Mail ballots aren’t counted unless a race is close. The fact is, 

Vote by Mail ballots are actually counted first!  

 

We use teams of three people; the number of teams is typically determined by the number of ballots 

being opened and the number of volunteers we have. Ballots are opened by precinct and each team 

counts one precinct at a time. The first person removes the ballot and secrecy sleeve from the Vote 

by Mail envelope, and passes the contents to the next person.  

 

The second team member removes the secrecy sleeve, and passes the ballot to the last team 

member. That person unfolds the ballot and counts it. This process continues, until all the envelopes 

in that precinct have been opened. The final number is compared to the number recorded by the 

office, which is only seen by the staff member. The numbers must match, or the ballots are 

recounted. 

 

Occasionally, a voter has either mailed back an empty envelope or two voters (a husband and wife, 

for example) use one envelope to mail back both ballots. Those discrepancies are noted and 

recorded. Once the numbers match, the ballots are placed in our ballot press to flatten them and then 

ran through one of two high-speed tabulators we use.   

 

Vote by Mail- Let Your Voice Be Heard, Even from Home 

Transparency is a crucial element of elections and I’m happy to explain our Vote by Mail process. 

You don’t just have to take my word for it, though. I invite you to join us for any of our public meetings. 

You’re welcome to observe our Logic and Accuracy Test, or the Process and Duplication of Mail 

Ballots, or the Canvassing Board activities. Better yet, volunteer for an opening and be a part of the 

process. I assure you, we wouldn’t invite the public, or have all these safeguards in place, if your vote 

didn’t count.  

 

If you’d like to Vote by Mail, you can request your ballot online at ClayElections.gov, or call our office 

at (904) 269-6350. You can also track your VBM ballot online at TrackMyClayBallot.com. 

 

 

If you have questions, or need more information, visit ClayElections.gov  

or call our office at (904) 269-6350. 
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